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FBI offi cial
labels the
‘crime inquiry
a ‘whitewash

THE controversial m1ssmg
submission to last year’s Serl-
ous Crimes Commission: '

about a collapsed Bermuda po-
investigation into a-

lice
Cuban-American drug traffick-
ing ring which murdered a
pregnant woman and her
brother — had nothing to do
with the inquiry’s terms of ref-
erence, the Commission chair-
man claimed last night.

The lost submission was made by a

former hlgh ranking Bermiida pollce of-
ficer who wanted the -
Commission to inves-
tigaté the collapse of
the Bermuda end of
an investigation in-

_Crimes - Commission m strongly

‘within its terms of reference.

EXCLUSIVE
by Jessie Moniz

of an official “wmtewash” In an erha :
the Mzd Ocean News Bahamas-based "
Stanley . Moore '— “who- chaired {

there was no need for the inquir
vene, :
In an e-mail to the Mid-Ocean News whlch'

‘was forwarded to the Deputy Governorand "

another .commissioner, Don Dovaston, Juistice
Moore ‘wrote: “The Commission did 1ts work:

' "“See the opening statement of the repo
and particularly paragraph three where seri
ous crimes have been defined as'those whlch~-==
involve serious personal injury such. ag, the;‘_
use of violence or endangering life — and. for’.

- which the offender could be sentenced to ten‘,. ‘

years or more. -
“The Commission worked extremely hard_f:.'
“for many long: an late’ .
- hours to complete Ats -
task and submit its re:. -
port within -the 'rela- -
-tively short period of aps

volving the New Jer-
sey State Police, the US Drug Enforce-
ment Agency and the Federal Bureau of
Investlgatlon

Now he wants to know why his detailed

submission was never even acknowledged by
the Commission and what happened to it. ‘
This week a senior FBI official in Washing-

ton, DC told the Mid-Ocean News the mystery

surrounding the missing submission smacked

proximately six weeks: o
All documents received were subm1tted Wlth .

the report. .
“I' believe that I speak for my co]leaguesr ;
when T say that we have faithfully dlschargedi;_f.'_
the mandate given to us. o
“With the greatest respect therefore, it does i
not appear that the matters to whlch you:
refer were even remotely within the ferms of

Turn to Page 3, Co




" ney and Commlssmn ‘chairman Jus:

. briéfcase..

. volvement in-a 1980 and. ’90s drug-

said: it ‘had not yet - been -decided. -
whether to-reconvene the Serious .

Inqu1ry labelled whltewash’

Contlnued from page 1
reference glven to' us.”

But ‘last night Government House" .
appeared to. contradiét-:Judge:
Moore; leavmg the door open for.a

further probe. -
A Government House spokesman

‘Crimés Commiission or to hold an-
other Commission ooncermng .the
charges made m the mlssmg sub
.mission.’ &

“We are still lookmg into the mat
ter,”

‘Both" Deputy- ‘Goyverner Tim: Gur:

tice Moore maintain. they. have no
recollection of the. controversml

_stibmission.: But Commission. coun-.
sel Rlchard Hector told this newspa- . -

 per " last: week “he. saw the sub:
‘mtission “going’ into. the chalrmans

: The: submlssmn pertalned to a‘
Bermuda -investigation wh1ch
looked at'a Bermudian lawyer g in-

trafﬂcklng and money-. laundering

ring that included among its mem- "
bers' & number>of men’ sentenced to:. e
. lengthy terms in Amer1can prlsons ‘

~They include:

» Marcus. Cohab ‘who wis sen
tenced to. 30-years in prison for- the-
murder of pregnant drugs’ courier :

‘Deborah” Owens ~— who. smuggled

- who.was. a]leged]y “fed to the croco-,

Miranda, who was ‘sentenced.to20..

years in. 1993 for headlng ‘the

Miami-based drug ring which smug- e
gled kilos. of ¢ocaine to Bermuda for o
the previous decade, He also admit-+
ted to-ordering the Owens ‘siblings”
-deaths! His sentence was later re- .

drugs to Bermuda aboard cruise -

ships -« and-her brother. Harry

diles” in Florida; - -
o Cuban-born: drug kmgpln Antomo‘

said Peter O'Brien, registrar at -
Government House. “We have not :
.made -a decision abott holdmg an-
_othet -Commission of ‘Thquiry;
are still investigating the matter;’

“We .
fgatlon
squeaky:clean: reputatlon as ‘an.-off-
‘shore,” fmanelal centre. ‘would be'
-darnaged if "the. book 'was really
“thrown"at the- Beérmivdians ‘nvolved
In bringing: drugs into. the' island -
. .and then laundering the proceeds

-¢loge .t

duced to seven years and 1t 1s be
lieved he is riow a free man.

- A senior official at the-US: Federal

Bureau. of Investlgatlon — indi-.
réctly- 1nvolved :in the American
probe

“bemused” by recent developments

-in Bermuda: ;.
- Speaking to the Mid- Orean News"
on the customary basis of- anonym- -

ity, he said: “I'm saddened’ but not
really surprised by what's happen-

" ing in Bermuda. Youw've got'to re-
alise that from a US law enfbrce—,_.;
‘ment: point’ of view, this case was
! -never satrsfaetorlly resolved at your
. . officer explained that he had' been .

- off the island frequently durlng the’

end:: ‘
s thlnk at the' t1me of the mvestl
it ‘was:’ felt Bermuda §,

- You've got to. reahse a’ he]l of 4-

. lot ‘of money was mvolved L and'
gBermuda of course was keen on

‘.f:thmgs Just dldn’t happen there

..,“So the whole thlng Was Just a1

sulf:was that.some very promment
people. down there ‘were' allowed to .

avoid; some, very : serious crumnalt

charges.

"‘0bv1ously thmgs havent
changed much.. To say ‘theleast, I'm
jemused by =how. very. erassly the
‘uthontles down ‘there are dealmg

with this ‘migsitig’ submission. Do -
.they. think, the ‘Bermuda pubhc 1s
‘comprised entlrely of idiots?. -

. MBy' the:isoind of? thmgs thls_

Cormnlssmns brlef ‘was ‘to white-:
wash th ‘truth rather than to dist

that money laundermg 1snt ohe of

. into the -Cuban-American
-drug.ring ~ this week. said he was

than the faces-of thosef Bérmidians
who were 1nvolved But the net, re-.

=.£Q mamtaln this fantasy‘

Bermuda s offshore mdustmes

‘A dossier on the:single largest

drugtrafflckmg and’ money-

“laundering case in ‘Bermuda’s his- -

_tory ‘doesn't- Fing a, bell” with. Gov-

“ernment Housé: or the chairman of .

‘the .(Serious- Crimes) -Commission?
Get real.-Christ, :1t-should have set
alarm bells ringing all over the
place. Probahlv did — and that's no
doubt why' the submlssmn was. m1s
placed’” .

Earlier thig. month Justlce Moore

questioned why the. former high- -

ranking police officer. who compiled
- the dossier:waited a ‘year to pursue
. the ‘miatter. This week the former:

. period. following "the ‘Commission’s. - -

hearmgs He alsd did; not want to

rack the boat in terms of Bermuda s

clean_ position™ on . mternatlonal-

money launderlng llsts :

" *When the. Orgamsatlon for- Eco
nomlc Co-operation & Development:
(OECD). initiative ‘begaii. to co]lapse

and . Bermada ~was salhng again T

thought it was: trme to. get a resolu -
I

tlon to thlS m te

c1hzen L he sal

spemflc case mentloned in the sub-
mission;, but he. could :say: Bermuda

deserved to. be left.off: 1nternat10nal iy

money launderlng lists.

' “Many of ‘Finangidl Action Task'

Force . cou_ntrle have: lower ' stand-
. ards. than we do,” Mr. Meade said.

" “They say $500: b1111on a year passes

throngh the. system through money
laundermg and’ drug. trafficking.

,But you never, know the real figure -
* until you: eatch these people Tdon't’
know how’ ‘much money launderlng

_really goes on in Bermuda! -

‘[, think we have an_excellént po- -

lice mvestlgahon unit worklng very

hard w1th lnnlted resources
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